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Who are we? 
 

The Young Greens (Óige Ghlas) are a national association with youth orientated ecological, 

political and social aims is set up bearing the name of the Young Greens/Óige Ghlas, as of 1 

March 2002, and shall function as the youth branch of the Green Party/ an Comhaontas Glas in 

the Republic of Ireland. However, membership of the Young Green/Óige Ghlas shall not confer 

membership of the Green Party/an Comhaontas Ghlas on any person 
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1. Equality 
 

1.1 Universal Human Rights 
The Young Greens recognises the UN Declaration of Human Rights as the basis for a dignified 

existence for every person on the Island of Ireland and further afield. As Human Beings we all 

inhabit this eco-system and as such owe a duty of care to that eco-system, extending to fellow 

human beings, animals and plant life. 

Every person on this island is entitled to basic human rights without distinction of any kind, such 

as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, 

property, birth or other status. Furthermore, no distinction shall be made on the basis of the 

political, jurisdictional or international status of the country or territory to which a person 

belongs, whether it be independent, trust, non-self-governing or under any other limitation of 

sovereignty. 

 

1.2 Basic Principles in Taking Action against Inequality 
In order to take action against Inequality on a local and global level, Young Green Party policy 

follows the following principles:  

1.2.1 All political, social and economic decisions should be taken at the lowest effective 

level. 

1.2.2 Affirmative action is the most effective way to eliminate discrimination based on 

gender, age, race, ethnicity, class, religion, disability, sexuality, or membership of a 

minority group. 

1.2.3 The poverty of two-thirds of the world demands a redistribution of the worlds’ 

resources 

1.2.4 The need for world peace overrides national and commercial interests. 

1.2.5 Human rights abuses and political oppression must be opposed through government 

action on a national and international level. 

 

1.3 Specific Issues 
On specifically Irish Issues, our policies are the following; 

1.3.1 To protect, advocate and seek justice for those whose basic human rights have been 

harmed directly by the State. This includes, but is not limited to; Survivors of 

Institutional Abuse, Survivors of Clerical Abuse, Survivors of Symphisiotomy, Victims 

of the Troubles and acknowledging past harms such as the abuses suffered by the 

Tuam Babies. 

1.3.2 To advocate for Traveller Rights, a group which is consistently denied basic human 

rights as defined in the UNDHR, in consultation with Traveller representative groups, 

for example Pavee Point. 

1.3.3 To end Direct Provision, which we classify as a Human Rights abuse. As it currently 

stands direct provision is a measure which limits freedom of movement to people who 

have come to Ireland as Asylum Seekers (i.e. seeing refugee status). Denying them 

the right to integrate into our society, placing them in inadequate accommodation 

and not allowing them to work is something which demeans them as human beings 

and is a practice which should not be happening in Ireland. The Young Greens 

advocate for having dedicated reception centres, which will assist Asylum Seekers in 

processing their claims, provide them with adequate accommodation and access to 
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adequate medical resources, give legal advice and put children seeking asylum into 

the mainstream education system as soon as possible. Furthermore, we would allow 

Asylum Seekers to work after 6 months, placing Asylum Seekers on Jobseekers benefit 

as opposed to their current payment, which does not cover a basic standard of living.  

1.3.4 To protect the basic standards of living of people with physical and mental 

disabilities. This will be done by acknowledging that there is a higher costs associated 

with a person with a disability accessing education, work, healthcare and living. The 

Young greens also prioritise accessibility when investing in transport projects, 

infrastructure and the delivery of public services, such as housing.  

1.3.5 To provide better access to psychiatric care in a community care setting, as is the 

standard in most European countries. Expanding the number and quality of psychiatric 

facilities in Ireland. Advocating that psychiatric care is more holistic and that each 

psychiatric patient have at least a consultant psychiatrist, a psychiatrist, an 

occupational therapist and a social worker on their care team as happens in the NHS. 

To have better regulation of therapists, making ‘therapist’ a legally protected term 

to ensure that therapists have full accreditation in evidence based disciplines. To 

reduce the cost of psychiatric care for patients at the point of access, thereby 

encouraging people to approach the health system earlier with mental illnesses, 

leading to better outcomes for patients. Introducing job seeking schemes specifically 

tailored towards helping people with chronic mental illness to find employment in 

conjunction with making it easier for people with chronic mental illness to access 

disability benefits if they are unable to work. To fight for more mental health services 

particularly in the west of Ireland. The lack of care towards people with mental illness 

in our society and health system is something which seriously curtails the ability of 

these people to participate fully in society and constitutes a direct violation of their 

human rights.  

1.3.6 To work towards full marriage equality for all consenting adult couples and to 

continue the Green Party’s previous work in this area with the enactment of 

legislation for civil partnerships. We fully support voting pro-marriage equality in the 

upcoming referendum. However, the Young Greens would also acknowledge that 

equal marriage is in fact not unconstitutional and could have been implemented by 

legislature.  

1.3.7 The Young Greens are opposed to the emphasis that is placed on marriage in the 

constitution as the sole means of having access to full family rights. We believe that 

the overemphasis of marriage as the centre of the family unit is something which 

makes family rights more difficult to access and therefore actively oppresses single 

parents, same gender parents, adoptive parents, guardians and other non-traditional 

forms of family. We believe every family should be recognised by the state and failure 

to do so impinges on the human rights of those families. 

1.3.8 To work for better reproductive rights for all: including, but not limited to; greater 

access to contraception and sex and relationship education in the education system.  

1.3.9 Advocating to provide those in the Republic of Ireland with similar abortion rights that 

are provided in England, Wales and Scotland, and supporting the extension of the UK 

1967 abortion act to Northern Ireland.  

1.3.10 To work towards full gender recognition rights for Irish people, recognising that 

gender recognition is an important part of gender equality and giving people the 

opportunity to identify with the gender of their choosing is a human right. 

1.3.11 To provide healthcare for those who need it most, particularly the terminally ill, 

people with chronic illnesses and people with disabilities. Neglecting to provide 

healthcare for people who need it directly results in loss of autonomy and 

opportunities and is a direct contravention to everyone’s human right to dignity. 
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1.3.12 To reduce homelessness with rent controls in conjunction with council house building 

projects. Protect 20% of every private housing development project for Social Housing 

and remove opt-outs from this minimum amount of social housing. In terms of 

subsidising housing through the rent allowance/ housing benefits scheme, The Young 

Greens advocate for legislation that forbids landlords from refusing to rent to a person 

based on the fact that they are in receipt of rent allowance/ housing benefits.  

1.3.13 To work towards decriminalising (not legalising) recreational drug use and instead to 

treat drug addiction as an illness. The strategy of imprisoning drug addicts is 

something which is failing to deter drug use and in many cases exacerbates the 

problem of drug addiction, particularly if a person who is addicted to drugs is sent to 

prison. Instead, the Young Greens advocate for a system in which those who are 

caught in possession of drugs for personal use are incentivised to seek treatment for 

drug addiction.  

1.3.14 To work towards a prison system which is more focused on rehabilitation. Prisons 

should only be used for serious crimes. Drug addicts and debtors should not be housed 

in prisons and alternative means of justice should be sought in those cases. In terms 

of violent crimes, the fact of the matter is that life imprisonment only happens in 

very rare cases and so a prisoner who commits a violent crime will be released back 

into the public at some point. Our prison system is failing to rehabilitate these 

prisoners, resulting in a recidivism rate of 62.3%. The Young Greens believe in 

adopting radical policy in this matter which attacks the root of the problem of crime 

as opposed to the symptoms. Taking the Norwegian prison system as a model, the 

recidivism rate is a European low of 20% through having a prison system based on 

human rights and rehabilitation. The prison population is also lower in comparison to 

Ireland. 
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2. Ecology 
 

The Young Green Party recognises that we are all caretakers for this planet and in order to 

enable people to live full and dignified lives we need to protect the environment that they live 

in. We also recognise the right of animals and plant life to have safe habitats to live in. 

 

2.1 International  
2.1.1 We are dedicated to reducing Ireland’s Carbon emissions further, to reduce our impact 

on global warming.  

2.1.2 We will work with the international Green movement towards more sustainable methods 

of farming, fishing and production. 

2.1.3 The destruction of habitats for people, animals and plants in the developing world by 

multinational corporations is condemned by the Young Green Party.  

 

2.2 National 
2.2.1 Retro fitting older houses with environmentally friendly heating and electricity systems. 

Young Greens particularly call for the retrofitting of solar energy generators to Council 

houses, creating long term affordable energy for people with lower means with a 

potential to sell energy back to the grid in the future. 

2.2.2 Increasing the amount of forest that is planted in Ireland, reducing our carbon footprint 

but also creating more jobs in a sustainable sector of the economy. 

2.2.3 Rethinking the common fisheries policy which is directly resulting in overfishing which is 

damaging not only the environment but also to Ireland being a European leader in having 

a stable and sustainable fishing industry.  

2.2.4 We recognise that habitats such as bogland should be protected ahead of commercial 

interests. 

2.2.5 The Young Greens condemn the method by which the current water charge is being 

collected. A charge on water must act as an incentive to conserve what is a finite natural 

resource. The water charge must not be put in place until all metering equipment is put 

in place and should not be charged until that happens. Furthermore, water meters are 

not being placed in places which are visible, meaning that this measure has been 

implemented as a regressive tax as opposed to a conservation measure with very little 

connection being made between the amount of water consumed and the amount paid. 

The Young Greens also do not agree with how allowances are being calculated and 

believe that the needs of people from lower socio-economic or other vulnerable groups 

are not being prioritised enough.  

2.2.6 The Young Greens oppose the privatisation of Irish Water and other natural resources. 

The privatisation of natural resources should be subject to national referenda. 

2.2.7 The Young Greens support incentivising recycling and maximising state funded access to 

recycling facilities. We also support improved regulation of recycling facilities and 

centres. The Young Greens encourage the generation of less waste, through measures 

such as reducing packaging. 

2.2.8 The Young Greens strongly oppose ‘fracking’ as a method of natural resource extraction 

due to the damage it causes to the environment and public health. 
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3. Economy 
The impact of society and the economy on the environment should not be ecologically disruptive. 

As caretakers of the Earth, we have the responsibility to pass it on to the next generation in a 

fit and healthy state. We recognise that conservation of resources is vital to a sustainable 

economy.  

 

3.1     Creating Opportunity 
3.1.1 To develop economic policies that will ensure greater resource and energy efficiency 

and the development and use of environmentally sustainable technologies. 

3.1.2 To facilitate socially and ecologically responsible investment. 

3.1.3 To eradicate poverty by developing initiatives that address the causes as well as the 

symptoms of poverty 

3.1.4 Providing more eco-friendly and cost efficient methods of transport, such as the cycle 

to work scheme and extending said scheme to students. Following the success of the 

Dublin Bike scheme, similar schemes should be extended throughout population centres. 

3.1.5 Providing a better national public transport service. This can be done through working 

with councils on improving bus corridors and cycling paths. In terms of public transport 

systems the Young Greens would restrict tendering off of profitable routes by the 

National Transport Authority, which erodes the amount of profit that national companies 

can make, directly resulting in a lower ability of public transport companies to service 

less profitable routes and contributing to the erosion of service overall. The Young 

Greens support the reducing the cost of the use of public transport. 

3.1.6 To invest in sustainable house building projects to alleviate the current social housing 

crisis and to create employment. 

3.1.7 The Young Greens believe that the welfare cuts for U25’s is something which is massively 

damaging to the ability of people under the age of 25 to live and find work. The full 

amount of €100 (ROI) and £56.25 (NI) per week is not enough money to cover rent in 

Ireland’s larger urban centres. The Young Greens believe that this rate is damaging not 

only to the autonomy of young people, but is also damaging to the economy as a whole. 

Ireland’s economy is largely based on the tertiary sector; without a certain amount of 

disposable income circulating in the economy the tertiary sector has less demand and so 

the economy as a whole shrinks. By giving young people on welfare an amount which 

allows then to have a basic quality of life and some disposable income the economy is 

stimulated and more liquidity results in more money being made. Economically, the 

effects of focusing on austerity can be seen in Greece, where the rate of unemployment 

is twice that of Ireland, despite having a much lower minimum wage and less 

comprehensive welfare system.  

3.1.8 Incentivising work through a more progressive tax system. 

3.1.9 To reform the way that attendance of Third level education is currently funded both in 

the Republic and Northern Ireland. The Young Greens call for a redrawing of the criteria 

for qualifying for the grant system to increase access, and to work towards finding a 

sustainable way to fund Third level institutes. In the Republic, the current system of 

funding has resulted in institutions being incentivised to have bigger classes, to focus 

more on commercial research projects and to take on more non-EU students (who pay 

full fees), all of which make it harder for people from lower socio economic groups to 

attend third level education, and is leading to falling educational standards. In Northern 

Ireland, the Young Greens advocate investigating means to provide tertiary education in 

a way that doesn’t discriminate against students from lower socio-economic 

backgrounds. The supply of affordable, safe, clean accommodation for students is also a 
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vital part of the education process and access to this should be guaranteed for all 

students.  

 

3.2     Sustainability 
3.2.1 To reduce dependence on non-renewable resources and ensure sustainable use of 

renewable resources. This will be done through investment in large scale infrastructure 

such as wind farms and solar energy. As well as increasing the number of jobs in what is 

a stable sector of the economy and ensuring that Ireland’s energy security which is a 

growing global issue, the Young Greens also support investment in Research and 

Development into Green Technology to make Ireland a world leader in producing green 

technology and creating income in what is a growing global market. 

3.2.2 A Co-operative is a business, or other organization which is owned and run jointly by its 

members, who share the profits or benefits. Co-operatives are a sustainable form of 

business which have historically played an important role in the Irish economy, as well 

as being a focal point for communities. The Young Greens will work to have the 

Government examine the laws, regulations and tax system to determine how they may 

be changed to enhance opportunities for co-operatives, including cooperative banks and 

co-operative renewable energy schemes. 

3.2.3 Recognising the valuable role that Credit Unions play both in the community, but also in 

terms of having a more sustainable ethos towards financial investment. The Young 

Greens believe that Credit Unions should get the same benefits and protections from the 

state that Banks do. 

 

3.3     Meaningful Employment 
3.3.1 To encourage, develop and assist work that is safe, fairly paid, socially useful, personally 

fulfilling and not harmful to the environment 

3.3.2 The Young Green Party condemns the Jobbridge scheme, and similar schemes in Northern 

Ireland, such as Workfare in their current forms. Exploiting the unemployed and making 

them work for less than the minimum wage in positions which do not provide relevant 

experience is an affront to the right of people to dignity and a fair wage for their labour. 

The Green Youth Party particularly condemns the administration of the scheme which is 

massively unregulated at the point where employers are using this job activation scheme 

as a way to exploit workers. The Young Green Party instead advocates for schemes which 

will incentivise employers to create positions which are long term, fairly paid and 

meaningful. This can be done either through expanding currently existing schemes where 

unemployed people are given grants for start-up companies, and through state 

investment in infrastructure and research and development. Employers could also be 

incentivised to employ more people with tax breaks or grants, which will be provided in 

a regulated way to ensure that the employment created is meaningful and not 

exploitative. In terms of funding these incentive schemes, an economy with higher levels 

of employment and greater circulation will result in larger tax intakes as well as greater 

quality of life for people in the state. 

3.3.3 The Young Greens would like to implement regulation of unpaid internships, to ensure 

that workers are not being exploited. 

3.3.4 Ending the Gateway scheme, which is another job activation scheme that exploits 

workers. The Gateway scheme is a scheme whereby people who are unemployed for 

more than 24 months are offered a placement lasting 22 months to do local council work 

for 19.5 hours per week for an additional €20 on top of the standard welfare payment. 

Refusal to take up a Gateway position may result in welfare being cut or reduced for the 
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recipient. The Young Green Party again believes that this is not meaningful work for a 

meaningful wage. We also believe that this does not help with the problem of structural 

unemployment. We also condemn the fact that this policy specifically targets those who 

are living in an area which has problems with structural unemployment and so is targeting 

those who are not currently being represented to the same extent as those from more 

wealthy backgrounds. We would advocate, as with Jobbridge, for giving welfare 

recipients an amount which will give them a basic standard of living as well as stimulating 

the local economy with disposable income, we would again advocate for incentivising 

employment opportunities instead of punishing those who are unemployed, often as a 

direct result of state failure. 

3.3.5 We pledge to encourage and facilitate more flexible work arrangements (such as job 

sharing, part-time work, self-employment), on-going education, training and social 

welfare (including child-care) so that more people can engage in meaningful work. 

3.3.6 Zero Hour contracts are another way in which employers, particularly multinational 

corporations are exploiting workers in Ireland. A Zero Hour Contract is a contract in 

which the hours that an employee works are not guaranteed. The idea of a zero hour 

contract is to give flexibility to an employer to change the hours that employees work to 

prevent job losses. Young Green Party policy is that flexible working hours are something 

which should be agreed between employers and employees and that flexi-time and job 

sharing is preferable to losing jobs. However, zero hour contracts are predominantly 

being used by employers to exploit workers. Current legislation which does not allow 

employers to hire an employee for less than 15 hours a week without compensation must 

be increased to 25 hours a week. Those on reduced hours must have stability in their 

wages and they must be provided health care and every other entitlement that a part-

time worker would normally get in their position. 
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3.4     Taxation 
In order to bring about the preceding policies, there will have to be a change in the way that 

government is funded. The Young Greens believe that the following changes in taxation can 

create a more sustainable, transparent and stable tax base. The following policies also change 

the way that tax is levied, as certain taxes reduce quality of life for society as a whole. 

 

3.4.1 Ireland is one of the few countries in the EU that doesn’t have a stable base for taxation. 

The Young Green Party believes that a Land Valuation tax is a solid basis for a sustainable 

tax system. How the Land Valuation tax will work is that the value of the site itself, not 

the property or any improvements on that site, is taken into account in calculating the 

level of tax payable. Land that is used for Forestry or Sustainable forms of farming will 

pay reduced levels of land tax. By taxing land, of which there is a consistent supply 

meaning a stable value, there will be greater consistency in what taxes will be collected. 

Creating a situation where budgets and spending can be more long term. This stable form 

of taxation is also preferable to the current form of taxation, which acts as a disincentive 

to work, innovation and entrepreneurship. A higher proportion of these taxes should also 

go back to local authorities to manage. This will lead to more specialised, and therefore 

less wasteful, investment of the tax take into improving the quality of life of the 

taxpayer. This will act as a replacement for the current property tax, which we believe 

goes against the principals of good taxation and goes against the idea of governance 

happening at the lowest possible level. 

3.4.2 Reforming income tax and introducing additional bands of tax for very high earners. 

3.4.3 Basic commodities, such as white goods, computers etc. should not be taxed at the 

higher rate of VAT. Redistributing the tax burden upwards, so those who have the means 

to pay, pay more and those who do not have the means to pay have greater access to 

these basic commodities. 

3.4.4 Reassessing how the self-employed are taxed, creating a more transparent system and 

not taxing those who are creating jobs in a way that is punitive or acts as a disincentive 

to starting new sustainable businesses. 

3.4.5 Revisit the difference between the taxes that SMEs pay in comparison to large 

international corporations. Given that SMEs are less likely to move and are more likely 

to provide long term work for people they should be protected and given as much support 

as their multinational counterparts. 

3.4.6 Closing loopholes which allow people and corporations to avoid paying tax, particularly 

for Capital Gains Tax. 

3.4.7 Supporting an EU wide financial transaction tax. 

3.4.8 Re-Implementing the windfall tax on land rezoning to prevent reckless speculative 

construction and promoting the creation of a new ‘property bubble’.  

3.4.9 Give tax credits to ethical companies who practice corporate social responsibility. 
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4. Political Reform 
 

The Young Green Party strongly supports reform of the current political system in order to 

have increased transparency, accountability and participative democracy and to assure that all 

decisions are made at the lowest effective level. The following policies are non-exhaustive. 

4.1 The Young Greens believe that Ministers should consult Expert Groups/special groups/ 

committees more often. 

4.2 Reform the Dáil, for example reforming the government’s use of the ‘guillotine’, this 

reduces the amount of Dáil time a piece of legislation gets, which results in legislation which is 

controversial or unpopular being shoved through the Dáil. We would advocate for putting a 

quota on the use of the guillotine or introduce a lower limit to the amount of time which is 

given to Dáil motions. 

4.3 Reforming Stormont through removing the ‘petition of concern’, whereby any bill that goes 

through Stormont can be vetoed by a majority Party along sectarian lines and is often abused. 

The Young Greens also support the introduction of an official opposition in Stormont. 

4.4 Reform the Seanad. The Seanad has the power to send legislation back to the Dáil back to 

be re-read. We would have Seanad elections on an alternating cycle with Dáil elections to 

prevent the Seanad from being made up of the same parties that form the Dáil. Expert groups 

appointed to advise on certain aspects of legislation (4.1) will advise on appointing senators to 

the Seanad, not the currently sitting Government or the current Panel system.  We would also 

give the Seanad the power to propose amendments to bills before sending them back to the 

Dáil. By reforming the Seanad we give it the powers which it should have to increase the 

quality of legislation that is produced by the Government and a greater level of oversight to 

legislation.  

4.5 Reforming Local Government through implementing directly elected mayors, increasing the 

budget setting and revenue raising powers of councillors (which currently are controlled by 

unelected city/county managers), and placing more responsibility in the hands of elected 

officials.  

4.6 Introducing a petition system to all levels of government, whereby people can gather 

above a certain number of signatures and the topic of the petition then must be discussed and 

formally responded to by the concerned body. 
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